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Refuge of the Gallows. 


We present our readers with an extratct from a 
Sermon by Rev. W. T. Dwight, of Portland, entitled 
‘Rightfulness and Expediency of Capital Punish- 
ments. We are shocked at the cool, indifferent 
manner, in which ke talks of the execution of the 
It would seem from his remarks, as 
Tt has been 


innocent. 
thongh such eases rarely happened. 
ascertained, that at least one hundred such eases 
have occurred in the annals of English jurispru- 
Several such cases are known in our own 

We think some time of presenting the 


dence. 
country. 
number of those of which we have read. 


As another Objection, it is affirmed that tnocent 
men may be sometimes convicted and punished. Ad- 
mit for a moment that this is a possible event, is 
there any more probability of its occurrence at the 
present day and in onr own country than among the 
ancient Israelites, whom God commanded to pun- 
ish the murderer with death. The crimiual was 
among them to be proved guilty just as he is to be 
yoved guilty amoug ourselves, not by miracles, but 
t. human testimony; and just as rationally might 
this Objection have been then urged against the 
wisdom of enforeing God’s express enactment. The 
argument is in eilect this, that because men are not 
omniscient they are not to punish crimuals: there 
is a possibility that the innocent may be convicted, 
and therefore the guilty are never to be punished. 
Let such a principle become the law, and our whole 
country would ultimately become one vast peniten- 
tiary. But so far as it ts to be deemed a practical 
question, there is scarcely even the moral! possibili- 
ly that an innocent man should be executed in this 
eountry for murder. Our courts hold their sessions 
as publicly as possible; the accused must Always 
be found guilty, by two juries — he has full time al- 
lowed him for preparation, and Sommpetnry. process 
to enforce the attendance of witnesses — able coun- 
sel are always secured — and then if convicted, a 
new trial. will invariably be granted him, should 
valid reasons be assigned. And sheuld any favora- 
ble circumstances be subsequently discovered, the 
executive or the legislature may respite the crimi- 
nal as often, and for as long a period, as they see 
fit; and should such be their pleasure, may grant 
him at any moment au unconditional pardon. With 
such precautions against an unjust conviction which 
the laws of the land. constructed as they are among 
us on the very principle of extreme tenderness for 
human life, have provided, there is not the most re- 
mote probability that an innocent man will be pun- 
ished for murder, 





Tuomas C. Urnam, or Bowpoin Courecr, Me. 
Professor of Mental and Moral Philosophy. — Among 
those who have labored for the abolition of Capital 
Punishment, we know of scarcely any one who has 
done more than’ T. C. Upham. We have never 
read a work with more interest than the one: which 
he published, entitled, ‘Manual of Peace,’ It em- 
bodies’a vast variety of arguments on the subject of 
War, and also many interesting views and facts on 
the subject of the Punishment of Death. We feel 
very much indebted to the labors of this friend .of 
Standing as he does, a professor in ap 


humanity. 


institution, and at the head of a sect, known gener- 
ally to be strong advoeates of the death-penalty, we 
fee] that we cannot too highly appreciate his labors. 
Among our numerous friends, few have given us 
higher incentives to go forward in establishing,the 
great. doctrine of the inviolability of human. life. 
Before us lies his work. 


In all our Iabors, it is with 


Indeed, we should not know 
how to pursue our labors without it. And we know 
not that we should everhave taken up either the sub- 
ject of Peace or Capital Punishment, had we not 
met with this work and its author. We recommend 
the volume to all inquiring minds. We believe 
it is becoming rather a scarce work now. We hope 
some enterprrsing publisher will present a new edi- 
tion, one which contains, not only the chapters on 
Peace, but those on Capital Punishment. For we 
perceive that the American Peace Society have left 
out those chapters that treat on the latter subject. 
We give below an extract from this work. And we 
are happy to inform the reader that the author has 
promised us some few articles during our series, 
though his health being poor, we cannot expect 
much aid in this way. 

PRACTICAL EVILS OF CAPITAL 

PUNISHMENT. 

I, One of the difficulties attending the 
infliction of Capital punishments is this. Wit- 
nesses are unwilling to testify, and jurists are 
unwilling to convict, where the penalty is 
known to bedeath. This difficulty is not lim- 
ited to those persons, numerous as they are, 
who have made up their minds that the pun- 
ishment of death is unlawful. There are many 
others, who have not formed a decided opinion 
jon this subject, but are merely perplexed and 
doubtlul. It is obvious, however, that in this 
situation they are almost as unwilling as those, 
who are entirely satisfied of the unlawfulness 
of capital punishments, to become the instru- 
ments, either directly or indirectly, of bringing 
this penalty upon the accused, especially when 
the evidence in the case, as it commonly is, is 
circuinstantial. This difficulty is increasing ; 
itis based in human nature, and therefore has 


us a sort of text-book. 





confidently anticipated, that ere long the sys- 
tem of capital punishment must cease in North 
America, if for no other reason, because it 
cannot be carried into effect. 

II, Another difficulty, attending the 
system under consideration, is that Capital 
punishment is always and necessarily a pun- 
ishment in the highest degree ; it is wanting 
in flexibility ; it cannot adapt itself with suffi- 
ecient precision to the precise nature of the 
erime ; it isnot susceptible of diminution and 
expansion; but is always one and the same. 
It is unquestionable, that this is a great prac- 
ticable evil, from which other forms of punish- 
ment are in general wholly free, If, for 
instance, we punish a man by taking his prop- 
erty, the amount taken may be greater or less ; 
it may be five dollars, or ten dollars, or a hun- 
dred dollars, adapting itself with a very high 
degree of precision to the actual amount of 
intensity of the crime. And again, if we 
punish the ¢riminal by confining him in prison 
for a term of time, that term of time may be 
longer or shorter ; it may bea week, ora month, 
ora year ; it may vary with the countless va- 
riations in the shades of guilt. But Capital 
punishment from its very nature admits of no 
contraction or expansion, of no addition or 
diminution. The criminal either lives or dies ; 
suffers the whole, or suffers nothing. 

ITI, Another great evil attending the 
system of Capital punishments, and one close- 











in itself the elements of increase; and it is| 


pointed out, is, that, where th punishment is 
once inflicted, there is no possible alleviation 
of it, norecall,noremedy. As the administra- 
tors of justice are fallible, a preference ought 
to be given to thatform of punishment, which, 
in case of error in its infliction, is susceptible 
of modification. If, for instance, a man is im- 
prisoned on the alledged commission of a 
crime, and is afterwards discovered to be inno- 
cent, it is one advantage of the punishment of 
imprisonment, tha’ he can be restored to soci- 
ety, and some reparation can be made. His 
property, if it has been taken from him can be 
recovered ; there can be a full repayment of 
lall his pecuniary losses. And not only this, a 
| thousand sympathies can pour their amplé con- 
| Solations into his wounded heart. But not so, 
when the punishment of death is inflicted; there 
is no possibility or recall of alleviation; what is 
then done is done forever. 

av, There is another, a fourth evil, 








but which nevertheless isa real evil, and a 
great one. It is, that the infliction of capital 
punishments tends to lower the estimate of 
human hife. 


were inflicted upon slaves, when they were 


ple might not be familiarized to the idea of 


ditterent the state of things in some other 

countries! The time has been in England, 
' S ° ° F 

when no less than 160 distinet crimes were | 

ca ital ; in the reignof Henry the Eighth, two | 

tuvusand persons are said to have been annu- | 


of law in Paris and the other cities and towns 
of France during the French Revolution. Can 
there be any doubt, what the effect of sucha 
state of things must be? The mass of the | 
community must inevitably draw the conclu- | 
sion, that human life is but of little conse- 
(ve ice; that the distinction between man | 
imd the brute animals is chiefly speculative | 
and ideal; that man is but a dog; and that to| 
smite him down with an axe or the guillotine 
is only turning a few ounces of blood out of 
its natural channel. How conducive the pre- 
valence of such an idea will be found to public 
morals and to domestic happiness, we leave 
to each one to judge. 

V, Another evil is, that the system of 
capital punishments furnishes a strong and un- | 
due temptation to the exercise of the pardon- 
ing power. In every well ordered government 
the nght of pardoning will be lodged some- 
where ; it is indispensable. But the frequent 
exercise of this right is generally considered 
by writers on politics and jurisprudence as de- 
cidedly injurious. It tends to perplex public 
sentiment, to confound the distinctions of right 
and wrong, and to disturb the regular course 
ofjustice. The system of capital punishments 
stand accountable fora large share of these 

















ly connected with the evil which has just been 





* Principles of Penal Law p. 327, Cicero pro Rabirio. 


less tangible, less visible, less the subject of | 
common measurement and common retlection, | ishment is, that it is especially liable to be 
iabused and preverted by unprincipled men to 
| purposes of revenge and tyranny. 
‘or a body of men, usurp the government of 
By the laws of the Romans the} their country, (such men as Sylla, Marius, 
public executioner, (for capital punishments} Henry the Eighth, Robespierre, Francia, and 
others that might be named,) and they will be 
not permitted to be inflicted upon -citizens,) | likely to find means of applying the criminal 
was forbidden to appear in the Forum or to| 
have a house in the city, not only because men | 
feela natural abhorrence in beholding such a part of that code, the greatest and best of men 
character, but also that the minds of the peo- | will be likely to fall under it. 


vio ating and extinguishing human life.* Tow | 2 confirmation of this statement ? 


. . | 
as we have already had occasion to notice, | 


iportion to its severity. 


unpfopitious results. The magistrate, with 
whom the important power of pardoning is 
lodged, often feels, that the infliction of such 
an extreme penalty would be appropriate and 
unjust, even if the criminal were guilty of the 
charge alledged against him. It is frequently 
the case too, that the criminal has the feelings 
of the community enlisted in his behalf; not 
because they suppose him to be guiltless, but 
because they donot perceive a due proportion 
between the guilt and the punishment; a state 
of things, which very much diminishes the 
good effects, which might otherwise follow. 
—— Under these circumstance, the criminals, 
notwithstanding the unquestionable atrocities 
of his life, is often let loose upon society with- 
out any punishment atall. It is perhaps best 
|in the existing state of things, that he should 
‘be; but it would undoubtedly be better, if 
ithe punishment were of such a nature as to 
render the pardou unnecesary. 

Vi, Another evil attending eapital pun- 








Leta man, 


code tothe persons of their enemies. And if 
the system of capital punishments exists as a 


Is it necessary 
to say, that the whole history of the world is 
Ilow many 
men, in refined and civilized, as well as in 
barbarous countries, have fallen in conse- 
quence of the rejection of the doctrine of the 
involability of human life! How many indi- 
viduals in all ages of the world, whose only 
crime was their patriotism, learning, and vir- 


ally executed ; probably a much greater num- | tue, had been hurried out of life, because they 
ber were annually put to death under the forms | happened to stand in the way of some usurping 


tyrant, or of some dominant religious or politi- 
cal faction! Socrates, Cicero, the Gracchi, 
Seneca, More, Sydney, Coligni, Vane, Russel, 
Barnevelt, Louis the Sixteenth, Lavoisier, 
Baillie, Malesherbes, a countless host of mar- 
tyrs in the cause of religion, Jolin the Baptist, 
Stephen, the Apostle Paul, Peter, the blessed 
Savior himself; these are some of the names, 
dear to literature, to patriotism, and the great 
cause of humanity, that have suffered under 
this sanguinary system. 

In conelusion, we would remark, that the 
subject ot crimes and punishments, has been 
but imperfectly understood. Men have too of- 
ten measured the influence of punishment by 
the degree of suffering alone. They think the 
harder the blow, the niore good is done : and 
that the good result will be precisely in pro- 
This is too limited a 
method of estimating this matter. In estimat- 
ing the influence and anticipated results of 
any proposed punishments, it is necessary to 
take a combined view, on the one hand of the 
suffering ; and on the other, of the character 
of the person, on whom it is inflicted. A light 
punishment will have more efiect on 2 man of 
high character, than a severe one wil! have 
on aman of low and abandoned character — 
The great object of punishments, stated in a 
single sentence, is to secure a compliance with 
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the wholesome laws of society. In order to|of refuge were provided for those who killed by 
secure this object perfectly, itis necessary not accident ; life for life was a law for the Jews; Cain 


only to provide for inflicting suffering on of- 
tenders, but to make provision also for raising | 
the standard of character through the commu- 
nity generally. The more you raise the stan-| 
dard of character in the community, the more | 
you can lower the scale of penal enactments | 
A mild criminal code will assuredly answer in | 
a well-informed and virtuous community ; and 
no legislature is at liberty to adopt a severe 
one, until it has tried every means to diffuse 
intelligence and uprightness. As an illustra- 
tion, a very large proportion of the crimes of 
the community are owing to intemperance ; 
punishments undoubtedly tend to check these 
crimes ; bit seund policy will undoubtedly 
dictate, that every effort should be made to 
put an end to the degrading vice, which is the 
cause of them. Again numerous crimes are 
owing to ignorance. Let every effort, therefore, 
be made by the legislature and by private in- 
dividuals to diffuse knowledge among the peo- 
ple. Men have long enough acted on the 
principle of trampling upon and destroying 
each other ; let them reverse the maxims of 
their conduct, and seek to bind up the wounds 
of their fellow-men, and to save them. Here 
is a great work to be done ; a work honorable 
as itis great; a work, which aims at the ren- 
ovation of society, not by the inefficacious 
methods of the block, the gallows, and the 
guillotine ; but by the nobler methods of moral 
culture ; by purifying the fountain of good 
and evil in the youthful breast ; by planting 
the seeds of knowledge and virtue, which 
shall afterward spring up and incorporate the 
strength of their branches and the beauty of 





their flower and foilage in the mature life and 
action of the man. 


~The Hangman. 
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DEBATES AT THE CONVENTION ON CAP- 
» ITAL PUNISHMENT. 

In our last paper we gave the resolutions and 
some-account of the Convention of the Massachu- 
setis Society for the Abolition of Capital Punish- 
ment, in the Matlboro?,Chapel. We promised our 
readers then that we would give some of the de- 
bates. A friend has handed us some sketches ; 
they are somewhat long, but we think they will 
amply. repay the reader for a careful perusal. 

James Mircue.t, of Boston, remarked, that as 
the gentleman [J. N. Buffum] who had preceded 
him was in favor of kindlinga fire, he thought small 
sticks would answer in the commencement, as 
great ones would be offered in the afternoon and 
evening. He would now occupy a few moments of 
the time of the Convention ; he was rejoiced at this 
movement; had from boyhood been opposed to kill- 
ing in every shape. Those in favor of capital pun- 
ishtent placed their chief reliance on that passage 
of Scripture which declares, ‘whoso sheddeth man’s 
blood. by man shall his blood be shed.’ Many 
deemed this a prophecy, that he who had faith in 
killing. must abide the consequences of his own 
faith. If it were a command, then he that kills 
acculentally must die, for no distinction was made, 
nothing was said of intention. The Jack Ketch, too, 
he who murdered under the iaw, must die, and 
so on till the race was exterminated. 

But we have a later, a plainer command, ‘Thou 
shalt. not kill” repeated by Jesus Christ, whose 
whole law and life were love: it was as plain as, 
‘Thou shalt. not steal’ Did government steal? 
They did; but it was only after they had violated 
the command, ‘Thou shalt not kill, ‘by declaring 
war. Was the word of God of any value? Were 
the precepts and example of the meek and lowly 
Saviour of any value? Did his coat of arms, like 
that of Massachusetts, have a drawn sword? Did 
he go about scattering misery and death wherever 
he went? Did he appear as a military general, to 
demonstrate the law of force? 

But, it was said, ‘The powers that be are ordain- 
ed of God;’ this doctrine would sanctify all sin; 
the ‘powers that be’ had punished innocence with 
death ; this proved the fallibility of human judg- 
ment; human life must rest upon a contingency ! 

If individuals did not possess the right of suicide, 
He spoke 
of the responsibility of man’s fixing the time when 
his brother should go to jndgment; expressed his 
conviction that, as society advanced, love, which 
touched all hearts, wodld ultimately bring all men 
to heaven here and to heaven hereafter. 

Rev. Mr. Baimapitecom remarked that the N. Tes- 
tament did not sanction the death penalty; Christ 
modified the law of Moses ; infidelity to the law of 
love was the difficulty of the present day; Christ 
and his apostles did not fear the law of love ; cities 


whence the right of governments to kill ? 


was marked that no man should kill him; life for 
life was not an eternal law; the law of the gospel 
was, Recompense to no man evil for evil; the rising 
light of Christianity had swept away pillories and 


'whipping posts ; the spirit of the age was ahead of 


the law; out of eleven hundred convictions for 


capital offences, only eleven executions had taken 


place ; he felt bound to clear his skirts from the 
blood of that man, Barrett; he saw the execution of 
Phillips; it hardened him ; it was no mawkish sen- 
sibility ; it was ‘Christ within’ that condemned the 
practice of killing. 

Rev. Hosea Battov. We had nothing to do with 
the Old Testament laws; the present laws should 
not be predicated on the Mosaic law; the Saviour 
did not appear to set up or pull down a political 
government ; his was a spiritual government; the 
New Testament does not instruct in matters of law ; 
the question must be placed on political grounds; 
he had believed for forty years that severity of pun- 
isliment tends to harden; more is lost by severity 
than is gained by fear; in the progress of society 
punishments are ameliorated; he thought Massa- 
chusetts, in a few years, would abolish capital pun- 
ishment ; Christianity is kind to the greatest offend- 
ers. 

Cyrus BurieicH was suspicious of arguments 
drawn from the bible against reforms; the Coperni- 
can system was opposed on this ground by those 
high in authority; the science of geology gave 
Moses the lie it was averred, by bible men in au- 
thority; the bible was intended to teach a system 
of morals ; the advocates of slavery, war, and capi- 
ital punishment, go to the bible for their authority ; 
the gallows was sheltered by Scripture texts ; the 
Copernican system, — modern geology had not bow- 
ed to these texts. 

He wished that men, politically, would carry out 
the principle of ‘ Love thy neighbor as thyself ;’ law- 
makers, officers, &c. cannot cast off their obligations 
as individuals ; we had no right to give away our 
own lives ; cannot give that right to another. Where 
did government get the right? Great difficulty in 
distinguishing between individuals as such and as 
governors; Jesus Christ might have called aid; it 
was a libel on Jesus to suspect that his principles 
admitted of revenge; he repealed the whole law of 
retaliation; the command to Noah was a doubtful 
law ; translators differed in regard to it; it was not 
a permanent and universal law, being not co-extent 
with God as all permanent and universal laws were: 
it was not enforced in the case of Simeon and Levi, 
David, Paul and many others, scattered up and 
down throughout the world; God elevated Moses 
and Levi instead of condemning them ; he elevated 
Paul the murderer; there was more safety to soci- 
ety without than with the gallows ; the gallows ren- 
dered human life less sacred ; by instituting private 
executions governments had confessed their demor- 
alizing influence; experienced men had so testi- 
fied ; facts had shown that notorious criminals had 
frequented executions; alluded to the statements 
from Belgium and other countries, where crimes 
had decreased for which capital punishment had 
been abolished ; he distinguished between the right 
to kill in cool blood, and in self-defence on a sud- 
den emergency. 

Rev. Joun Prince, of Danvers. The main re- 
liance of those in favor of capital punishment was 
on this text: ‘ Whoso sheddeth man’s blood by man 
shall his blood be shed.’ If this law were in force it 
should be administered in its primitive mode; it 
was not of universal application ; it was a prophecy, 
and signified that he who took the sword should 
perish by the sword; the spirit of the age was 
philanthropic ; it requires the abolition of the death 
penalty. We should be a great brotherhood ; we 
all had our passions; there was no necessity for 
choking ; criminals had and might exercise philan- 
thropy if properly treated. Mr. Prince related an 
anecdote of George Crowningshield, who escaped 
the gallows by turning state’s evidence; he had ex- 
posed himself to great danger and saved the lives of 
a number of shipwrecked mariners, when others 
would not do it. 

Wenpect Puitvips advocated, strenuously, the 
dissemination of Mr. Spear’s books on capital pun- 
ishment. In the state of New Hampshire, in those 
towns where Mr. Spear had labored in this cause 


and his books, had been read, there was a majority — 


opposed to capital punishment. Barrett was hung 
for rum; would, society punish intemperance with 
death? He was bred to.the bar. and derived his 
arguments against the punishment of death from 
common sense, which dictates that there should be 
no gallows; individuals under the law of self-de- 
fence were compelled to retreat to the wall before 
they were permitted to take life; he called upon 
society to retreat to the wall; human prevention 
was better than human cure; society should edu- 








cate its members more fully; did Thomas Bar- 
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rett kill with malice? We had prisons; the Jews 
had not; they had but three punishments—death, 
fire and whipping ;.all the support that killing had, 
rested on a single line of an Hebrew record, three 
thousand’ years old, which no scholar could define ; 
God punishes sin—society guards against evils ; so- 
ciety can prevent them. In Russia the gallows is 
provided for two crimes only ; then Massachusetts 
may make the experiment. The example of the 
gallows did pot prevent crime; while the irons were 
yet warm from an executed criminal, they were 
fastened upon another criminal who had witnessed 
the execution; it was astonishing that Massachn- 
setts, in the nineteenth century; the sons of the Pil- 
grims, should base her laws upon a single line of 
a Hebrew record three thousand years old; he 
would abolish the death penalty from expediency ; 
Massachusetts should be the Normal School of. ha- 
manity ; here there should be an era like the ad- 
vent of Christianity. 

Origen Bacnerer did not rise to discuss the 
question, but feared that his silence might be at- 
tributed to cowardice; there was no occasion for 
his aid ; the opponents of the law had confuted each 
other; there was no expediency with the bible. 

Mr. Puinips. The gentleman seemed to think 
that there was but one road to London; but there 
were many, and travellers on each of the roads 
reached the city; because the opposers of Capital 





of universal application. If God permits man to 
shed blood, why does Mr. Phillips declaim against 
it? 

Mr. Puiturrs, The gentleman (Mr. Bacheler) 
dares not say that the passage in reference to food 
was an injunction. 

Mr. Bacuever. . Does not God prohibit the eat- 
ing of blood? Man’s being made in His image, the 
very nature of the reasons for the ordination must 


God’s ministers to execute wrath; in Rom the 
Bible spake approvingly of shedding blood. Was 
not the Deity aware of better punisi:ments as expe- 
dients? he must have seen all. 

Here Mr. Spear introduced a petition to the Leg- 
islature for the abolition of capital punishment, and 
a large number of names was obtained. 

Mr. Spear stated, that he felt under obligation to 
justice to the newspapers of the city. Fourteen 
had published the notice of the meeting without 
charge. 

Mr. Garrison. Heard Bacheler; God had 
ordered slavery, authorised men to buy and sell 
men; he was not surprised that the gallows should 
be maintained; to believe this was a scriptural 
monomonia, a stultification ; thus anything might be 
sanctioned by the bible. We are to use our rea- 
son ; he would bring the bible to the bar of his 
judgment, and were it contrary to reason he would 








Punishment desired its abolition for different 
reasons, the gentleman, [Mr. Bacheler] seemed to 
think they were opposed to each other; not so, they 
arrived at the same result. 

Rev. Mr. Stevens was in favor of the*abolition 
of capital punishment, but would assist his friend 


Bacheler. 
BacHeLer. He wanted no assistance —no 


sham fight; he found nothing in the New Testa- 
ment which intimated the abolition of capital pun- 
ishment; the passage in reference to turning the 
other cheek was addressed to individuals who,had 
received injuries; that they should not indulge a 
spirit of revenge ; it did not apply to the murdered ; 
they could not be revenged. Mr. B. insisted on the 
binding nature of the command, ‘ Whoso sheddeth 
man’s blood by man shall his blood be shed.’ 

Mr. Pui.uips inquired whether the ‘shall’ should 
be insisted on in the commands contained in the 
same covenant, requiring that man should eat snakes 
and other loathsome food. 

Mr. BacHeLer said we must make use of com- 
mon sense in regard to food and the gallows, which 
the gentieman had recommended in certain cases. 
There was nothing in the Christian religion opposed 
to capital punishment; the magistrate was com- 
manded ‘not to bear the sword in vain.’ 

Mr. Puivures thought the gentleman had evaded 
the point of accidental death. 

Mr. BacneLer resumed his remarks; both the 
Old and the New Testament sanctioned and direct- 
ed capital punishment: he insisted on this with 
great energy and emphasis ; he cited Genesis, chap. 
ix. 1-6; Numbers xxxv. 30-34; blood for blood 
was required ; Christianity made the magistrate the 
avenger; he cited Romans xiii. 1-5, in support of 
his position, and appeared very determined in his 
support of the galiows. 

Mr. Putuuips. In reference to the Hebrew text, 
Calvin, Grotius and others differed; some sup- 
posed it a prophecy, others an injunction; society 
would not bear the puuishment of death for acci- 
dental killing; if it was binding, pardons were 
wrong; you must wreak your hands in innocent 
blood; Mr. Bacheler was unwilling to meet his 
own authority ; if ‘shall’ was binding in one case, it 
was in the other, and we were bound to eat snakes, 
frogs, &c.; the passage from Numbers was address- 
ed to the Jews; were he placed under the laws of 
David and Solomon, then he would obey them ; we 
might as well quote from the laws of Henry VIIL, 
as from those of Solomon ; God made those laws for 
the Jews ; if the gentleman were to obey all those 
laws he would have his hands full; every child 
that lifted his hand against his father must die. 
Englishmen must obey the laws of George I[l.— 
not Americans—the fact that their laws fitted the m 
proved them unfit for us; the Bible came to speak 
to men’s hearts; his friend Bacheler would hang 
| witches ; he held to the maxim, fear God and honor 
the King; a great error is committed in supposing 
that whatever is tacitly alluded to in the Scriptures 
is enjoined ; liberty was given to bear not the sword 
in vain ; liberty to take life was given in the cove- 
nant with Noah; if the Jewish code were to be 
taken, the poor debtor must continue in prison, even 
if he owed but nine-pence. 

Mr. Bacueter. When doctors disagree, disci- 
ples are free. What was the meaning of ‘ Whoso 
sheddeth man’s blood by man shall his blood be 
shed, ‘ror in the image of God, &c. It was Br- 
CAUSE man was made in the image of God that God 
had ordained this punishment; it had not been an- 
nulled ; it was designed to be always binding, and 








trample it under his feet. God’s nature was love ; 
whatever is injurious to man is not from God; I 
won't honor governments of blood; they are not 
worthy of honor. True reform always met with ob- 
stacles — no marvel this — genuine reform over- 
leaps all sects ; the gallows ought to be put down 





reforms, they arose from hatred of good ; for 1800 
years reform had had to contend with scripture ; 
men were driven from teetotalism and anti-slavery 
by scripture; Galileo was deemed a scripture heretic. 
What did our fathers contend with? Was it with 
‘ the powers that be,’ the divine right of kings, pre- 
cedent and authority. Public opinion was refused 
to reformers, there were few reformers ; the ‘ respec. 
table’ opposed to reforms ? some had no other God 
but public opinion ; to go against the gallows was 
radicalism, subverting’the institutions of Society.— 
Americans settled the question of ‘ the powers shall 
be ;’ are our powers ordained of God ? if so, when 
we have the right of suicide, then we may delegate 
the power to kill ; suicide and the gallows are sia- 
mese twins united by a bloody ligament. Who be- 
lieves that the Governments of England and France 
were ordained for good ? A man claiming to be an 
American, advocating the old tory doctrines! We 
have an instinctive aversion to life-taking, the 
hangman is abhorred ; to prevent violence in Europe 
he was sometimes forced to go masked ; there is 
nothing reluctant in following christianity ; the soul 
finds no hardship in doing the will of God ; the gal- 
lows is brutal and rufiian ; homanity is in favor of 
its abolition ; executions demoralise those who wit- 
ness them. God never designed a brutal punish- 
ment. Human life is made to rest on the uncer- 
tainty of human testimony, if the innocent are pun- 
ished there is no remedy. It was best to overcome 
evil with good. 

Rev. Mr. May, was opposed to Capital Punish- 
ment for several reasons; it was mean, inflicted 
only when the culprit was fully in our power, we 
stamp upon a fallen foe. It was cruel; violated the 
sentiment of pity; the individual was dragged 
through the streets, the fiddle was heard, evidences 
of wrong feeling were evinced, put into a dark, cold 
cell away from comfort and from friends ; remained, 
perhaps, a year, was taken out, put upon a cart with 
his coffin, carried to the place of execution, which 
was upon a gentle slope to give the people an op- 
portunity to witness the spectacle ; it violated the 
best of feelings. Public opinion had admitted its 
cruelty by private executions. Society had trained 
these offenders to kill by its armies, navies, and 
licenses to sell intoxicating drinks; they had been 
trained for murder for the public good! Society 
should educate properly all its members. This 
penalty was not Visited on the greatest offence ; he 
who killsthe soul was the greatest offender. Retal- 
itory measures were opposed to religion ; blow does 
not take away the pain of blow; we had no warrant 
from the author of life to take it away; as God 
protected Cain, so should we protect the life of the 
murderer; we had no right as individuals, and in 
this country could not delegate to government a 
right we did not ourselves possess. 

Mr. Bacuecer thought the Deity had not or- 
dered a mean punishment; of what use were the 
Scriptures if we were to sit in judgment upon them? 

Rev. Syrtvanvs Coss. His spirit had been 


moved to speak ; he was a lover of the bible; the 
enemies of the bible had thrown in bible arguments 
against reform ; the wrong of slavery and intemper- 
ance were defended by the bible ; sanguinary laws 
impressed a sanguinary feeling upon the public; 





make it hold good ; the officers of governmentgfere | 


as a foul blot; objections had been raised to all | 
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had witnessed an execution, it hardened his feelings, 
Jessened his value of human life, that was its general 
effect. 

Mr. Burteicu. Would state a fact as to the 
eflect of the gallows, which he had just learned by 
a friend from Worcester. Before the murder and 
execution of Barrett there had not been a murder 
committed there for several years, but since the 
execution of Barrett [Jan, 3, 1845,] a murder had 
beey committed within a very short distance of the 
place of execution. 

Mr. BacHecer. 
how came God to order them ? 

Mr. Coss. There wasno evidence that God did 
command Capital Punishment. 

Mr. Bacue er insisted most pertinaciously and 
energetically on the fact that God did order Capital 
Punishment; but admitted that common sense must 
be exercised touching snake and frog-eating. 

Mr. Buraveien. If we had the authority of God 
for it, why not put the death-penalty on the | ay 
offences? He spoke feelingly of having human | 
life to rest upon contingencies, very many of which 
hung around this command, 
alluded: ‘Whoso sheddeth man’s blood by 
man shall his blood be shed.’ This passage was 
involved in doubt; it was a principle of human law 
that all doubts shquld go in favor of the accused ; 
he thought the doubts in God’s law should be for | 
the benefit of the offender. 

Adjourned at 10 P. M., to meet at Ritchie Hall. 


If executions increased crime, 





| 








ANOTHER LEGAL MURDER! 

We have this moment received the following let- 
ter from a friend in New York, in relation to anoth- 
er execution. Those who have looked at our list of 
those ‘ uader sentence of death,’ will see that one has 





been taken from that black catalogue. He now 
sleeps in his grave, though he declared to the very 
last his innocence. When will these things end? 
And in a few days more, another execution will 
take place in Rhode Island. The time fixed, is 
February 14. Our friend says he has no doubt but 


an innocert man has been put to death in Troy! | 


six toa,six. 
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Tue Mivirary. 

11. Great Falls, N. H. Sitting in a shoemaker’s 
shop to-day, I learned that there were four persons 
there, who had refused to train, Over their heads 
were the ‘ warnings’ to appear armed and equipped. 
Their names were John M. Foye, Wm. B. Poor, 
James A. Gove, Jesse B. Fursum. I admire the 
spirit of these men. All declare their determina- 
tion to go to jail, before they will pay their fine. 
There is some doubt whether ‘the powers that be’ 
will imprison these men. The law is so fixed that 
the captain and clerk get the fines, and also have 
to pay the board of those who are imprisoned for 
refusing to do military duty. 

13. Dover. Spoke to-day on Capital Punishment 
in the Universalist Church, in the morning, and in 
the Unitarian in the afterngon. In the evening, Br. 
Davis spoke about one hour on the subject, and 
then we followed with some remarks, and urged the 


| importance of acting immediately, with reference to 
to which the speaker | the ease of Comings, who was already sentenced to 


be hung on the 30th inst. We had here a very large 
audience, and they seemed deeply impressed with 
the importance of the subject. 


Visit TO THE@CELL OF A MuRDERER. 

We visited here, a murderer by the name of 
Howard, who has been tried, but the jury disagreed 
He will have another trial in January. 
We saw here the difficulty of carrying the law into 
eflect. Every one deemed him a murderer, yet very 
few were prepared to bring him in guilty. We saw 
him twice, and conversed with him. He seemed 
rather glad to.see us. We asked him several ques- 
tions about his religion, his connections, &c. 

Q. Have you thought much about religion? 

A. No; not much. Sometimes I think about 
the Creator. 

Q. Have you any family ? 

A. No. 

Q. Have you any connections living ? 

A. Yes. I have a mother, two brothers, three 


Are the people of New York, dead to every feeling | sisters; one is an idiot. * 


of humanity? What possible advantage is to be 
gained by these legal murders? Have we not pris- 
ons strong enough for all purposes of security’ 
Have we not tried the gallows for centuries? But 
our heart is pained, and shocked, at these repeated 
legal murders. We must defer farther remarks, as 
our paper is now full till another week. 


Troy N. ¥. Jan, 28, 1845. 

Farenp Sperar:— That unfortunate man, Wil- 

liam Miller, who was convicted of the murder of 
George West, last November, was this afiernoon at 
half past three o’clock, executed —‘ Was hung by 
the neck untd he was dead!’ He has ever and decid- 
edly declared that he was innocent of the alleged 
crime — that he was not the investigator of the 
murder, and that he never injured Westin any 
manner whatever. He was visited yesterday by the 
foreman of the jury that convicted him, and was told 
that if he would confess that he was guilty of the 
crime, he would endeavor to have his punishment 
commuted ; it would gain for him at least, a respite 
of a few days. Miller unhesitatingly said, ‘1 can 
not say that I am Guitty, for | am an INNOCENT 
man!’ On receiving the communication of the 
Governor, refusing a pardon or respite, he again re- 
iterated the same —‘ J am tnnocent of the murder of 
West!’ He bas been visited by many of the citi- 
zens of the city, for the purpose of gaining for him 
a confession. His relatives, brothers and sisters, 
and his minister, have made the same eflort; but 
all has been unavailing. He has always declared 
his innocence in the strongest terms. 

At three o'clock this afternoon, the doors of the 
jail were thrown open, and about one hundred and 
seventy-five persons admitted to witness the Mur- 
der! (legalized murder.) All was made ready, and 
the inauspicious victim was placed upon the stand. 
His minister, first had the priviledge to converse 
with him, and offer prayer. Next the Sheriff; who 
endeavored once more, to make him confess the 
crime, but in vain. He told him, ‘that while he 
had been under his charge, he had conducted him- 
self with christian propriety, &c., and wished him 
not to censure him (Sheriff) for he was but the in- 
strument of the Law, and the deed was an obliga- 
tion, which he was bound by the force of such law, 
to fulfil. He was then told ‘that he had one min- 
ute to live,’ and was asked again if he were guilty. 
He answered— Berore Gop, I aM INNOCENT; 
perore Curist, | AM INNOCENT; AND BEFORE 
You, | aM INNOCENT.’ The cord was loosed, and 
he was hanging by the neck, and the last word that 
trembled from his lips, was — ‘Innocent!’ 

The greatest excitement now prevails through- 
out the city. Most of those that witnessed the hor- 
rible deed, are. of the opinion that he was not guilty. 
The evidence that convicted him wus, as I under- 
stand, wholly circumstancial ; and there is no doubt 
in my mind, but that an innocent man has been ex- 
ecuted in the city of Troy! Among those that were 
present at the execution, are some who are deeply 
affected, and say that they ‘never wish to witness 
the deed again.’ There are others, who feel well 
pees seemingly, and say that ‘he was beautiful- 
y killed’ {hope that a like scene will never be 
enacted in this city, or in any other. But the nefa- 
reous Law exists, and every good and humane man. 
should exert himself for its abolition. Ihave not 


Q. Have you had much opportunity for educa- 
tion? 

A. No. 

Q. Would you prefer being hung, to imprison- 
ment. 

A. Yes. 
State Prison. 

We looked around his cell, and on a close exam- 
ination of the bars, we discovered that some one had 
been attempting to file them off. We made some 
remark about it. ‘I did that,’ he said. ‘ How long 
were you about it?’ ‘ About five days,’ he answer- 
ed, ‘working about two hours a day.’ ‘I am deter- 
mined to get out,’ he continued. We replied ‘ that 
it would be of no service; that it would only preju- 
dice the community against him.’ 


I am determined never to go to the 


We learned from the jailer that he had attempted 
suicide, and nearly committed the fatal deed.. He 
attempted to effect it by putting a piece of chair 
through the aperture where the stove pipe went. 

We were told by our friend, the Rev. Mr. Park- 
man who accompanied us, that he was a very des- 
perate man. We did not find him very much so. 
We tried to persuade him that there were some 
hearts that did feel for him ; that there was a strong- 
er, deeper sympathy felt for the prisoner than there 
had been for some years. In reply, he would not 
acknowledge that he was a criminal. ‘Iam inno- 
cent,’ he said, ‘and I shall prove it, and I will bring 
out the culprit.’ 

This murderer was the one of whom it is said, 
that he declared ‘that he would never have com- 
mitted the murder, had he not supposed Capital 
Punishment was abolished.’ We learned that this 
was a mistake, 

This prison was hadly constructed. There had 
been confined in the cell of this murderer, a boy 
about fifteen years of age. He was just then re- 
moved. Between the cells we found a counterfeit- 
er who could hold communication with the prison- 
ers. 

While in the cell of the murderer, an incident 
oceurred, which, though it be nof much to our cred- 
t, yet we will mention it. While the Rev. Mr. 
Parkman was conversing with one of the prisoners, 
he mentioned our name, and that we were in an 
adjoining cell with the murderer. He said ‘I 
should like to see him; I know him, and I was 
formerly one of his scholars, in his class at the Sab- 
bath School in the Mass. State Prison!? We went 
to him, and expressed our regret at finding hiin 
again in prison. We could not help thinking that 
we had not been very faithful in our instructions, 
for here was one who had been pardoned out, ‘and 
yet had committed another crime immediately ! 
We can only say that had we not been excluded on 





time to write more. Yeurs Truly, is 


account of our religious belief, we should have had 


HANGMAN., 8 
CONVENTION IN THE HALL OF THE 


| longer opportunity of carrying out our principles. | 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


We were glad to learn that our friend Samuel E 
| Coues, the President of the American Peace Socie-| FEBRUARY 10th. * 
| ty, had been here. He suggested that two persons, We trust the friends” of the Abolition of C&pital 
| should be chosen from each religious society to vis-' Panishment, will not forget this Convention. We 
'it the prison from week to week. This is a good expect a large meeting; several important resolu- 
plan. Few. persons make themselves acquainted tions will be presented, and it is expected that sev- 
with the condition of prisons. Very few ever think | eral distinguished speakers will be present. We 
of the precept of Christ. ‘I was sick and in prison | hope it will be remembered too, that this is a meet- 
and ye visited me.’ ing designed for free discussion. And now espec- 

While in Dover, we enjoyed very much the hos- | ially is the time to influence our Legislature. The 
pitality of the Rev. Mr. Parkman, the Unitarian | subject will soon come up for deliberation. Let the 
minister. He is one of those few men who seem to | members see that there is a deep interest felt on the 
forget sect. We were glad to find him interested | subject. Something will then be “ites abolish- 
in the various moral reforms of the day. We need | ing this inhuman law. Cannot Massachusetts take 
such men very much. the lead in this great reform? She has now on her 

Millerism. We were sorry to learn that Miller- | Statutes only four capital offences: Treason, Mur- 
ism was raging here. We stepped into Dr. Smith’s| der, Arson, and Rape. Let the friends of humanity 
office, and a man came in a very earnest manner to| @Wake then. Let this Convention send out a voice 
settle up his accounts. When he had left, the Dr.| from the Capitol of Massachusetts, that shall be 
observed ‘that that gentleman was a Millerite, and | heard throughout the length and breath of the land ; 
that he was now settling up his accounts before the | that shall be heard not only throughout our own 
appearance of his Saviour, which he expected in a| State, but throughout the civilized world. 
few days.’ Really, we thought, it might be well | RHODE ISLAND LEGISLATURE— 


for some other people to believe that the world was | 


coming to an end! | REFUSAL TO GRANT A RE- 
17. Newmarket. PRIEVE OF GORDON. 


ing to the weather and other unfavorable circum-| In our Jast number we expressed our indignation 
stances, was very thinly attended. The Universal- at the blood-thirsty spirit, manifested by the Rhode 
ists kindly opened their house of worship. A good | Island Legislature, in refusing to grant the prayer of 
| degree of interest was manifested in the subject. ' Jolin Gordon for a Reprieve. Since then, our friend 
18. S. Newmarket. Here we found some very |S. W. Wheeler, of Providence, has sent us further 
good friends. We arrived there about four in the | particulars. It appears that the prisoner not only 
_afternoon, and as there was a strong desire for a asked for a Reprieve, but several of the citizens 
| Lecture, we agreed to have a meeting. joined in the same prayer, and forwarded petitions 
| 19. Greenland. Found no interest here in ‘the ‘the Senate. The House was asked to concur, 
' subject. _but refused by a still stronger vote than at first. 
| The vote stood thirty-nine to twenty-one. So that 
_ Postace.— Our friends will remember to‘pay | the House grew worse and worse. Hagl the subject 
their postage. By looking at the head of our paper, | been presented again, we do not know but it would 
it will be seen that a Postmaster can frank a letter! have been passed by altogether! We had an in- 
if written by himself. And they are generally will- | terview to-day with Judge Branch of Rhode Island, 
| Ing, because the more papers there are pass through | who was in favor of granting the prayer of the pris- 
| their office, the greater their commissions. Butverv! oner. .He says, the brother of Gordon is to be tried 
| few have as yet taxed us much; but the other day! jn March, for the same offence; that of course the 
we received a letter, bearing postage 37cts. 


| 
| thought this rather severe, as our paper for the whole | might appear, showing the innocence of the prison- 








We had a meeting, which, ow- 











We | same ground must be gone over, and some new facts 
time, (thirteen weeks) is only 25 cents! While we | er now condemned to be executed. Yet his life 
are on this subject, there is one remark which we | inust be taken! 
would make to those living in large towns. Now | Really, it would seem as though those members 
| there is established, what is called an ‘ Independent | who ela this prayer, were afraid that some new 
Mail,’ by Hale and Co., and others. Letters by this | fact might come out, and then forsooth, they could 
conveyance can be sent at half price,,or even less. | not have a hanging! The victim is now in their 

P. 8. We thought the heart of that man must re- | power! Diehe must! The Legislature have ad- 
‘lent some time or other, who charged us the thirty- journed! The Governor has no power in this case. 
}seven cents. The Post Master has just forwarded | He is President of the Senate, and can only throw 
| the apeuntante We thought he would be ‘under con- | a casting vote! So another victim must bleed ! 

vietion.’ We are glad he is so soon ‘brought out.’ | Another gallows must be reared ! 

On the fourteenth of February, 1845, Rhode Isl- 
would call the attention of the public to the elegant | and then deliberately“and coolly, takes from her pris- 
| office, just opened by Halliburton and Dudley, No, |" ® Poor condemned criminal, and strangles him 
(12 State Street. They have a rich variety of the Upon the gallows! She proclaims to the world, 
| most popular periodicals of the dav; (we don’t, of that she will have a victim ; that she cannot wait 
‘course include the Hangman, which by the way | even an bour beyond the appointed time! Then, 
‘they have,) and they are constantly receiving from | with her hands all wreaking with blood, she turns 
‘abroad, the various publications of the day. We ‘0 the trial of the brother of the condemned. And 
| have on our table a See Gack fom them, entitled. what must be tlie feeling if it should be found that 
|‘ Fairy Tales.’ It contains a fine moral story. We. she had coolly murdered an innocent man! And 
|trust these enterprizing young men, will meet with. then the feelings of that brother, who woald then 
‘that encouragement which their efforts so richly be spared: But we cannot proceed. The deed is 
deserve. too shocking for any community on God’s earth. 
Language is inadequate. Let the friends of the 
Abolition of the death penalty awake. This is but 
the commencement of a bloody work. After the 
execution, then comé& the trial of another brother. 
What else can be expected but another victim ? 











A New Periopicat EstasBLisHMENT. — We | 





| No. I or tae Hanaman. — Those who may not 
file their papers, would do us a favor to forward this 
‘number. Should our friend, Benj. Comings, of 
Cornish, or Lyman Towle, of Haverhill, N. H., have 
|any of those left that we forwarded with the books | 

‘committed to their charge, we would be glad to,  °~ 
| have them returned. 








re 
Notice. 

GREAT CONVENTION! 
| mi The MASSACHUSETTS SOCIETY for the 
/subscriptions. We would be glad now to procure) ,ROLITION of CAPITAL PUNISHMENT] will 


fifty agents. We know something about this busi- hold a CONVENTION in the HALL of thé 


, seg al 

| ness, having been in it more than four years. We! House of REPRESENTATIVES on the evening 

| know the various difficulties to be overcome. | ; 

1 ‘ | of February tenth, at 7 o’clock. 

|There are many individuals in the community, | P 

| who suppose they have a right to treat an agent Rev. Samvet J. May, Wenpe ct Paiturps, Dr. 
Rev. Joun Pierpont, Rev. 


with entiré indifference, and even contempt; as if WALTER CHANNING, Part 9 ; 
it were not as honorable to travel and sell books, as E. H. Cuapin, and other distinguished friends of 


|to stand behind a counter. But we took up our pen | the cause are expected to address the meeting. 


to reccommend to the community, Cuaries F,; ~~~ eae pa . 
| Wape, a young man of great moral sworth, and in-| _ Office of the Haneman, 25 Cornhill, at 


'tegrity, who is now out on our business, and also for| Bela Marsh’s Bookstore. 
‘one of the most popular booksellers in this city: | Subscriptions received also at Geo. W. 
Briggs’ Bookstore, 403 Washington Street. 


| His receipt will be valid for any money received. 
| We trust our friends will receive him kindly, and; Single numbers may be obtained at Red- 


| 





Acents. — We have so far found great difficulty | 
in procuring Agents to sell our books, and to obtain | 


= > 








| aid him in his efforts. | ding and Co.’s, 8 State street; Hiller’s, 137 
} _ @ 2= ae 
| . We have tedelved tec valuable wask)-fem: Rad- Hanover street; Flinn’s, 465 Washington 





| ding and Co, which we shalt be happy to notice in street. 
‘ournext. The first is Thier’s Life of Napoleon ; the Wanted: Several Agents to sell our 


| second, is Mike Martin, or the Last of the Highway- | works, to whom a liberal discount will be 
| men. jmade, [See Advertisement on last page.] 
| | 


wee emo 





‘ “ Z a —. . 
4 ote — 
Slag ee ete Re SEI el EE SO 








——— 








: 
a 


— 





ee ee onetlenne - wemagees + ener 





me 2 

















4 


JJoctrp. 


8 PHILADELPHIA. 

Park Bensamin, Ese., in his poem before the 
Boston Lyceum, which was generally applauded, 
delivered the following passage : 

‘Oh, Philadelphia, how dost thou disgrace 
The name and creed of that peace-loving race, 
That band of quiet, mild and silent men, 

Who date their ancestry from William Penn! 
What drops of pity must the patriot shed 

When he remembers thy illustrious dead ; 
When he lgments thy violated trust, 

Sees Riot ample on their honored dust, 

And Rapine stalk with Carnage hand in hand, 
Among the tombs that consecrate the land ! 
That land, once called the refuge of mankind, 
Home of the poor and haven of the mind, 
Where, free as air, the oppressed of all the earth, 
Might come like children to a father’s hearth, 
Tell me, my countrymen, are these the times, 
Boasted in speeches, magnified in rhymes, 

By turgid period and bombastic phrase 
Extolled so boldly on our festal days, 

When flaming flags delight the truant eye, 

And bellowing guns with loud declaimers vie ? 
And is this freedom? such the welcome given, 
To those who leave for our their native heaven ! 
Stranger, return upon your ocean path ; 

Jiere weeps the flood of patriotic wrath, 

Here glow again the sacrilegious fires, 

Here Justice droops, and Charity expires. 
Sometimes a convent, then a church we burn— 
The pleasant pastimes that our children learn— 
Anon we slay, to quell such horrid scenes— 

An end that surely sanctifies the means. 

Talk not of injuries. God’s statutes still 

From Sinai thundered, say, “ Thou shalt not kill.” 
And teli me not that all beneath our clime 
Share not the blame, though guiltless of the crime. 
We are Americans, by bond and blood, 

From Georgia’s swamps to Niagara’s flood. 

Let Riot rage, or Credit sink and die, 

We all are culprits in the general eye: 

The voice of Europe no distinction draws ; 

A common country makes a common cause. 
The deeds and laws of State alike unknown, 
To foreign powers the Union speaks alone.’ 


————— 4 


JUDICIAL REVENGE. 








THE 


CAPITAL PUNISHMENT. | 
| Public Executions inspire spectators with a | 
savage taste for slaughter. The thirst of blood | 
which causes such wide desolation, is conse- | 
‘crated by the example of the laws; the preva- | 
lence of assassination and of warfare may 
partly be traced to the little value which legis- | 
lators have setuponlife. The slaughter of one 
man in his dwelling, is followed by that of his | 
‘murderer upon the scaffold. The most tre- | 
mendons and chilling ideas become familiar | 
and unimpressive. Murder produces murder, | 
‘death generates death ; and the contagion of 
scaffolds is diffused through the life-blood of | 
| nations. , 
| Woe to Society, if, in that multitude which | 
gazes eagerly on an execution, is found one of | 
‘those beings predisposed to crimeeby the per- | 
'verseness of his propensities ! His instinct, 
‘like that of the wild beast, awaits, perhaps, 
‘only the sight of blood to awake; and, already, 
his heart is hardened to murder the moment he 
‘is qttitting the spot wet with the blood which 
the sword of the law has shed.—.EreLLetieER. | 
| In the State of Ohio, on the same day 
/on which a man was executed, for the murder 
of his wife, under circumstances of ‘particular 
cruelty, another man, near the place of exe- 
/cution murdered his wife, in the same manner; 
land this is by no means the only instance 
where the crime seems to have been directly | 
| suggested by the punishment intended to pre- | 
'vent it—RANTOUL. 
Out of one hundred and sixty-seven Con- | 
_victs, under the sentence of death, visited by | 
the late Rev. J. Roserts, of Bristol, one hun- 
dred and sixty-four confessed that they had | 
‘been spectators of those public executions, | 
/supposed by legislators, to act as selutery | 
warnings to the profligate ! | 





| . = | 
| 

| Isaac T. Horrer.—The Association a, 
cently formed in this city, for the purpose of'| 
poe hon discharged convicts, and bringing | 
about various needed reforms in connection | 
|with prisous, has appointed our esteemed | 
'friend, Isaac T. Hopper, their agent. His. 
|long experience, from an official connection | 
| with the prisons in Pennsylvania, his great. 
‘humanity, and the confidence which his char- | 
|acter and general bearing inspires in all with 
| whom he comes in contact, peculiarly fit him 
|for his position. The convicts will find in | im 
a friend who will watch over their interests, | 
and lead them in the right path with parental | 
| Solicitude ; and a field is opened to him in| 
‘which his active habits and enlarged benevo- | 





Frienp Srear:— We sometimes hear it lence, will find full and satisfactory employ- | 
affirmed that the spirit of Capital Punishment} ment, A more judicious appointment could | 


is not the spirit of revenge. 
fact illustrative of that spirit, and I will leave | 
others to decide whether it be from above or | 
from beneath I had a conversation with a! 
juryman in Rhode Island a few months ago. | 
He stated that he had recently acted on the | 
‘ury, and at a recess of the Court he had a| 
conversation with one of the prominent Judges | 
in that State, on the restlessness of the peo- | 
ple under their government. 
marked very bitterly. ‘ There must be more) 
hemp stretched, and then they'll keep quiet,’ | 
That is the man on whose word hangs the lives 
of human beings. As he might charge a jury, | 
so might the fate of a prisoner turn, and his, 
desire to have more hemp stretched would | 
in no way incline him to mercy. 

C. M. Burveicns. | 


| 
' 


————$—$ $$ 
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THE GOSPEL AND THE GALLOWS. 


A man’s faith in the gallows, as a desirable 
and necessary means of sustaining the institu- 
uons of civil society, is alwwys just in inverse 
propotion to his faith in the Gospel 

If he has little faith in the Gospel, he will 
have’great faith in the Gallows. 

If he has much faith in the Gospel, he will 
have little faith in the Gallows. 

If he have full and perfect faith in the Gos- 
nel, he will have just none at all in the Gal- 
lows. 

Ifhe believes that Jesus Christ was correct 
when he said, ‘love your enemies, and do 
good to them that despitefully use you and per- 
secute you,’ and that this is the grand charac- 
revustic of the Gospel, he will be perfectly 
willing to keep to the general law of love, and 
leave all ‘vengeance to whom it belongeth.’ 

If, he is ‘ Moses’ Disciple’ he will be 
clamorous for the Gallows, 
pounce every man as‘an infidel who does not 
worship at the shrine of this Moloch; if he 
le * Christ’s Disciple, he willdelightin mercy, 

ind do allhe can to extinguish the faggot, and 
demolish the gibbet. And, ceteris paribus, 
may, by this criterion, know who are most 





iptized into the spirit of Christ. 
ALPHA. 
it is said that Gov. Porter, of Pa., has par- 
cts enough during his administration; ‘to 
vernor oi the State again, provided they 
i 11m. 


and ready to de- | 


I wish to relate a | not have been made.—. A. S. Standard. | 


Mr, Hoar.—The Biblical Recorder, a southern | 
religious paper, thus speaks of the treatment Mr. | 
Hoar received in South Carolina: 


j 





‘It is quite clear to our mind, however, that the | 
Hon. Mr. Hoar received just about the treatment 
which he deserved. Such barefaced and obtrusive | 
insolence ought to be decisively rebuked: and in| 


hint” will snflice.’ 
* 











Thomsonian Infirmary, and Botanic | 
Medicine Store. 

Tp. WILLIAM CLARK maybe consulted at 

& F his Infirmary, Nos. 80 & 82 Carver Srre ?, 

Boston. 


N. B. Dr. C. will attend on Patients at their 


residence in or out of the city. 
~— { 


SOCIAL REFORM BOOKSTORE. 


NHE WATER-CURE JOURNAL, and Teacher | 
of Health, edited by Joel Shew, M. D. A! 
valuable periodical of sixteen pages, royal &mo., | 
published semi-monthly. Terms, one dollar ‘per | 
volume — 26 numbers — in advance, or five copies, | 
to one address, four dollars ; ten copies, eight do!'ars, | 
&e. Beta Marsn, Agent. No. 25 Cornhill, Boston, | 
where subscriptions may be forwarded. 


For sale as above, the works of Brisbane, Godwin, | 
Boyle, and others, on Social Reform.. The Phalanx, | 


Social Reformer, and Constitution and By-Laws | 


of Brook-Farm Assocation; Mrs. Child’s Letters! 
from New York: Selections from Fenelon, by Mrs. | 
Follen; Life of Follen; American Politician; Bible | 
Quadrupeds ; American Constitutions; the various | 
works on the Water Cure; Pictorial Bible: Dr. 
Alcott’s Works: the Physiological and Phrenologica! 


Works of Fowler, Graham, and others. 
‘ 


Works on Capital Punishment. 
For sale, as above, A Report on the Punishment of 
Death, made to the Legislature of the State of New 
York, by John L. O'Sullivan. 1841. Price 75 cents. 
Three Discourses on Capital Punishment, by E. | 
H. Chapin. 1843. Price 12 1-2 cents. | 
Punishment of Death proved to be unlawful, in a| 
letter to the Marquis of Northampton, by John Pell. 
London. 1835. Price 6 cents. 
Sacredness of Human Life; a letter addressed to | 
the incumbent of St. James’s, Sheffield, on Capital 
Punishment, by Samitel Roberts. London. 1841-| 
Price 6 cents. 
Report relating to Capital Punishment, to the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, by Robert Ran- 
toul, Esq. 1835. Price 25 cents. 


TLANGMAN. 









President in July, 1845. 
’ 


MAINE! 


in the State Prison. 


VERMONT! 


Sprague. 


PENNSYLVANIA! 


TITLES OF JESUS. 


BY CHARLES SPRAR. 
Sixteenth edition, with rich steel Engravings. Price $1. 
YENHIS work has received high commendations 


both in this country and in Europe. We. sub- 
join a few notices. 

‘It seems to me to be one of those books which 
ought to have a place in every family library, by 
the side of the Bible and the Hymn Book.” Hewn- 
ry A. Mixes, Lowell. 

‘None can read this work without having their 
faith in the Saviour strengthened, their hearts ele- 
vated and improved, and saying, in the strong lan- 
guage of admiration, ‘never man lived and spake 
like this man.”’ O. A. Skinner, Boston. 

‘The plan is good, its spirit excellent, and ina 
popular form, it presents the results of much learned 
abor and research. I consider its circulation de- 
sirable, and earnestly recommend ‘it to all friends 
and seekers of Christian truth and scriptural knewl- 


a oC m 3 v ' Ty T . 
The Judge re | such cases, generally, nothing less than a “ Paddy’s | edge.’ CuHartes W. Upnam, Salem. 


From the Inquirer, London. 


‘The author has breught together, with great dili- 
gence, all the Names and Titles which are applied 
to Christin the Scriptures, amounting altogether to 
eighty. Each of these he explains and illustrates 
practically, conveying much useful comment ina 
pep ilar style, accompanied ‘by a great variety of 
vaiuable, moral and devotional sentiment. We be- 
lieve it is as yet scarcely known at this side of the 
Atlantic, but it would probably suit the wants of 
many, and be esteemed a valuable addition to our 
valuable stock of practical divinity. We have no 
hesitation in expressing our approbation of its pre- 
vailing opinions and tendency, aud our hope that it 
will meet with a welcome amongst us.’ 


From the Buble Christian, Belfast, Ireland. 

‘We recommend this werk to Chratian families 
as a useful and interesting auxiliary to their devo- 
tional exercises. We recommend it to congrega- 
tional libraries, as a work that will seldom be al- 
lowed to rest upon the shelves. We recommend it 
to Sunday-school teachers as one of the best man- 
uals we know, for rational explanation, and for prac- 
tical lessons of piety and morality. And since it 
is one of the goodly fashions of the present day for 
all persons who would aspire to any degree of lit 
erary taste, to display literary ornaments on_ their 
drawing-room tables, we can confidently recom- 
mend it for this purpose too. In typography, paper, 
and binding, it 1s beautifully got up. ‘It contains 
fine engravings bf an eminent American artist. 
And if visitors have occasionally to wait a few 
minutes for the appearance of the mistress of the 
house, we do not know how they could spend the 
time more pleasantly, than in perusing a section of 
the “ Names and Titles of Jesus,”’ 


From the Christian Pioneer, Edinburgh. 

‘This is a very interesting work, devotional and 
practical in its character and design. No one can 
peruse the work without instruction and pleasure. 
Even in places in which an individual may see rea- 
son to differ from the writer, he must: still admire 
his power of moral discrimination, and feel at one 
with his love and veneration of the character of 
Christ.’ 


This work is not in the trade, but is published 
and sold by the Author and his agents, Geo. W. 
Briggs, 403 Wash’g St. aud B. Marsh, 25 Cornhill. 





UNDER SENTENCE OF DEATH!!! 
NEW YORK! Bast, the pirate. 


Blackwell’s Island, New York. The time of execution is fixed by the 


Tuomas Tuorn, for murder. 


Time of execution, March 14, 1845. 


hh 


Wt Lj 
7. Y Vf 


2 Wips 


Now confined in the Prison at 


Now confined at hard labor 


Time of execution not fixed. 


Evecene Currrorp, for the murder of his wife and 


child. Time of execution not fixed. 


RHODE ISLAND! -_Joun Gorpon, for the murder of Amasa 
Time of execution, Feb. 14, 1845. 


Samuet Zerpon, for the murder of Cuffy Todd. 


Essays on the Punishment of Death. 
BY CHARLES SPEAR. 
Tenth Edition, with fine Engravings. 


FEXHIS work is intended to present a concise and 
practical view of Capital punishment. In pre- 
paring the work the author iad access to many 
valuable foreign publications, scarcely known in 
this country. The work contains sixteen Essays ; 
one chapter embodying O'-CONNELL’S Speech on 
the subject. 
The work presénts a view of all the capital of- 
fences in the Union; a labor said by distinguished 
jurists never to have been accomplished betore. 


OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 


‘If any mgn can read these Essays, and not be 
convinced that legal killing has incited to four mar- 
ders for a one it has* prevented, he must, it 
seems to us, be steeled against the force of evi- 
dence, and the fear of shedding innocent blood. 
We hope this book will be widely circulated, though 
the author, being poor, publishes his book himself, 
and goes about to sell it as he can, which will re- 
tard its dissemination. The facts here industsjously 
collected—the recorded opinions of Becearia, Black- 
stone, Montesquieu, Franklin, Rush, Smollets, La- 
fayette, (Channing, Edward Livingston, O'Connell, 
&c.,—are alone worth double the cost of the vol- 
ume. To the more general reader, this work must 
be more interesting, than the freshest novel can be 
—so various and thrilling are its incidental portrait- 
ures of the human heart and life—of our criminal 
laws, and their hardly more criminal victims. — New 


York Tribune. 


‘This work contains the clearest and most. con- 
densed array of facts and arguments, on the subject 
of Capital Punishment that we ever met with. 
Portions of it are thrilling in the extreme. We do 
uot envy the head or the heart of the man, who can 
rise from its perusal without an utter abhorrence of 
this bloody relic of barbarism, and a determiuation 
to do his utmost to sweep it from our eriminal code ; 
with or without benefit of cletgy.’—Aati-Slavery 
Standard. 

‘ The author seems to have compassed the whole 
subject; and to us his arguments, tigures, and facts, 
strengthen a conviction that our whole heart and 
judgment assent fo, viz., that the punishment of 
death should be stricken from the statute books of 
every government whose laws are professedly based 
upon the ethics of Christ. —Hunt’s Merchant's Mag- 
azine, N. Y. 

‘ The subject is most ably treated upon by the au- 
thor, who has condensed into a boek of about 250 
pages much valuable information of a highly inter- 
esting character.’=-Bay State Democrat. =~ 


Published and sold by fhe author, and by his 
agents, Bela Marsh, 25 Cornhill, and George W. 
Briggs, 304 Washington Street, where also sub- 
scriptions for the Hangmen will be received, and 
single numbers sold. 

‘GEORGE W. BRIGGS, 
EALER in School and Miscellaneous Books, 
Stationary, Sheet Music, and Periodicals. 
Manufacturer of every description of Blank Books, 


and general Job Binder, No, 403 Washington street, 
Boston. 
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